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Setting Up a 3G External Antenna/Aerial

	[image: image1.jpg]Nery-Weak Sidiali /e
extotiiald ntelnd

F2 Ea p_ > o o s




	To start with just check the signal from your 3G dongle.  In a weak reception area you may get one bar. But often that may drop down to no bars and either the speed  will very slow and/ or it may keep dropping out.

Sometimes the signal will change from HSDPA to GPRS which is just about dial-up speed.
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	You will need:

1) An aerial/antenna. Ideally this should be broadband and capable of covering the 2G bands at 900MHz, 1800MHz, and the 3G bands at 1900MHz and 2100 MHz. The triangle antenna in the pic also covers the wireless bands at 2.45GHz
2) A pole, 25 to 35mm dia, to put it on.
3) An extension lead. A few metres.
4) An adaptor lead to fit into the modem. 
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	Turn the aerial around for the best signal. 5 bars! 

Sorry,  but we can’t guarantee that you’ll get the same level of improvement. You can’t get a signal if there is nothing at all to pick up.
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	The cheaper option!

You can use a cantenna. It worked almost as well. 4 bars.

The speed seemed just as good and no dropouts. 

Note that this cantenna is fine for the 2100MHz band but doesn’t work on lower frequency 900MHz bands.

This would be OK if you didn’t need the 900MHz band, but which may be all you can get in some other locations.

CONSTRUCTING A CANTENNA
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